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UNDERSTANDING INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY (IP)

IN CAMBODIA

WHAT Is INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY(IP)?

Intellectual Property (IP) refers to creations of the
mind that are legally protected from unauthorized use
by others. It gives creators certain exclusive rights over
their inventions, works, or symbols.

?E TYPES OF IP ARE qh (‘ y
& ProOTECTED \_/ V
e MINISTRY OF COMMERCE (MoC)
1.Trademark

Part1

»Protects brand identifiers like logos, names, and
slogans
»10 years, renewable every 10 years

>Law on Marks, Trade Names and Acts of Unfair
Competition in 2002 and Sub-Decree No. 64 on the
Implementation of the Law concerning Marks, Trad
Names and Acts of Unfair Competition in 2006

2.Geographical Indication

» Protects sign or symbol goods originating from a
specific location
> Indefinite as long as the registration is not cancelled
or invalidated according to the law
»Law on Geographical Indications in 2014 and Prakas on
the Procedures for Registration and Protection of
Geographical Indications came into force on 29
December 2016

3.Trade Secret

( » Protects confidential business information like
formulas or strategies
> Indefinite
»Cambodia has not yet adopted a specific law on
trade secrets. But may be used and enforced based on
different laws

* MINISTRY OF CULTURE AND FINE ARTS
(MOCFA)
1.Copyright and Related Rights

» Protects original works like books, music, art, and
software

> Lifetime of the author plus another 50 years
»Law on Copyright and Related Rights in 2003

Organized by Supported by
= =

* MINISTRY OF
INDUSTRY, SCIENCE,

TECH NOLOGY AN D & '_ N a ] 3 ** For more imformation,
INNOVATION (MISTI) [5:38eiy Iioo i iilvomer 266
1.Patents

»Protects new inventions or processes for
a limited time
»20 years (non-renewable)

2.Utility Models

»Minor technical inventions or
improvements
>7 years (non-renewable)

3.Industrial Designs

»Protects the visual features—Llike lines,
colors, shapes, or materials—that give a
product a unique appearance and appeal

»15 years Max (5 years + 5 years + 5 years)
(renewable five years each)

>Law on Patents, Utility Model Certificates and
Industrial Designs in 2003 and Law on the
Amendment of the Articles 37, 38, 109 and 136
of the Law on Patents in 2017 and new Prakas
on the Procedure for Registration of ndustrial
Design in 2021

*Pharmaceutical products are excluded from
patent protection until 2033

* MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY
AND FISHERIES AND MINISTRY OF
INDUSTRY, SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND
INNOVATION (MISTI)

1.Plant Variety

»Protects breeders of new plant varieties
»20 Years

>»Law on Seed Management and Plant Breeder’s
Rights in 2008

WHAT IS BENEFIT oOF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY (IP)?

Protects Innovations & Creations
Generates Cash Flow
Attracts Investors
Supports International Expansion

Prevents Infringement Risks

Boosts Innovation

Secures Competitive Advantage

AN/ 1ON

IP helps shield original ideas from being copied or exploited
by competitors.

IP can be licensed or sold

Well-managed IP portfolios are a pull factor for investors,
indicating professionalism and business potential.

IP ensures brand security abroad

Avoids loss of revenue, reputation, and market share caused
by IP violations and counterfeit goods.

Knowing that their work is protected, creators are motivated
to innovate and invest in R&D.

A protected design, invention, or brand gives you a market
edge against unauthorized copies.



UNDERSTANDING INTELLECTUAL
PROPERTY (IP) IN CAMBODIA _Part 2

CAMBODIA’'S GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS (GI)
REGISTERED:
*Kampot pepper

*Kampong Speu
palm sugar

Mondulkiri Wild
Honey

*Siemreap Prahok

2010 2020 |2025

2018 2023

*Koh Trong
pomelo

*Kampot-Kep Salt

*Kampot-Kep Fish
Sauce

*Takeo Lobster

NUMBER OF TRADEMARK REGISTRATION
APPLICATION (2024)

*Trademark Registrations: 10,191
(78.39% of total applications)

BODY ENFORCEMENT OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY:
An Intellectual Property Right holder whose rights
have been violated may file a petition to:

* Cambodian Counter Counterfeit Committee
(Ministry of Interior)

* Anti-Economic Crime Department (Ministry of
Interior)

» Department of Intellectual Property (MoC)

» Department of Industrial Property (MISTI)

* Department of Copyrights and Related Right
(MoCFA)

» Consumer Protection Competition and Fraud
Repression (MoC)

» General Department of Customs and Excise of
Cambodia(MEF)

» Court

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED FOR TRADEMARK
REGISTRATION:

N
DOCUMENTS REQUIRED

Filling Trademark

Attached Documents

01

1. FILLING TRADEMARK REGISTRATION
APPLICATION:
» Name and address of the trademark owner

» Name and address of the agent, if filed through
an agent and must have a letter of
authorization

» Telephone number and Email

» Sample of the trademark not exceeding 8X8cm,
name of the trademark

» Category of goods or services for which
registration is requested, type of goods or
services according to the international
classification

> Signature and/or seal of the applicant

2.ATTACHED DOCUMENTS:

ATTACHED
DOCUMENTS

For natural person of
Cambodian nationality

For foreign natural person
residing in Cambodia

For legal person registered
in Cambodia

* FOR NATURAL PERSON OF CAMBODIAN
NATIONALITY
» Trademark registration application
» Copy of identity card
* FOR FOREIGN NATURAL PERSON RESIDING
IN CAMBODIA
» Copy of passport
» Copy of rental agreement
» Trademark registration application

* FOR LEGAL PERSON REGISTERED IN
CAMBODIA
> Trademark Registration Application
» Business Registration Certificate
» Copy of the Company's Articles of Association
» Company Information Statement
> Current Patent and VAT Certificate (if
applicable)
» Power of Attorney if the trademark is foreign or
local
» Deed of Substitution

Supported by

Organized by

** For more imformation,
please contact the Ministry of Commerce Call center 1266
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https://www.khmertimeskh.com/501673173/china-to-get-three-agri-products-from-cambodia-under-new-protocol/

Local News Vol 01 | Issue 03 (April)

Outcomes of President Xi’s State Visit to Cambodia

The renewed state visit of Chinese President Xi Jinping to
Cambodia, a long-standing friend with strong ties, has
become an event that has attracted great attention in both
Cambodian and Chinese circles, as well as on the
international stage. The Cambodian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs called the Chinese President’s visit an important
one. In this context, the two sides expressed their
determination to ensure the effective implementation of the
Diamond Cooperation Framework and accelerate the
construction of the “Industry and Technology Corridor” and
the “Fish and Rice Corridor”. During the Chinese
President’s current visit, Cambodia and China discussed a
wide range of issues, including political cooperation,
development  cooperation, trade and investment,
cooperation in national defense and security, human
security, people-to-people and cultural exchanges, and
international cooperation. Source: Khmer Times

Cambodia Launches Digital Strategy to Boost Biz Services

The Ministry of Economy and Finance officially announced
the implementation of the ‘Strategy on the Development of
Electronic Services for Business 2025-2028’, aimed at
enhancing Cambodia’s business environment and better
responding to the needs, demands, and aspirations of both
citizens and businesses. Speaking at the launch ceremony,
Aun Pornmoniroth, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of
Economy and Finance, and Chairman of the Digital
Economy and Business Committee (DEBC), emphasized
that digital technology—particularly recent advancements
in artificial intelligence (Al)—has become an essential part
of everyday life, education, business, and public service
delivery. To advance these efforts, the Royal Government,
under the Seventh Legislature of the National Assembly, has
introduced the ‘Strategy on the Development of Electronic
Services for Business 2025-2028’. He further explained that
the strategy emphasizes the development of IT-based
service delivery systems built on shared standards, all
designed to operate within a unified “digital ecosystem for
business.” Source: Khmer Times

Siem Reap prahok granted Gl status

In celebration of World Intellectual Property Day 2025,
Cambodia launched Siem Reap prahok as a new
Geographical Indication (GI) product, marking a significant
step in preserving traditional practices and empowering
local communities, thereby bolstering the country’s
economic growth. Her Excellency CHAM Nimul said, “The
official recognition of Siem Reap Prahok as a Gl product
reflects our continued efforts to protect and promote
Cambodia’s unique cultural assets through a strong
intellectual property framework.” “This milestone not only
safeguards traditional knowledge but also enhances the
marketability and competitiveness of local products at both
national and international levels.” “The Ministry of
Commerce remains committed to strengthening the Gl
system as a strategic instrument for inclusive economic
growth and value-added trade,” Her Excellency added.
Source: Khmer Times

China to Get Three Agri Products from Cambodia Under
New Protocol

Cambodia and China have signed a new protocol under
which the Kingdom will export swiftlet nests, durians and
crocodiles to the Chinese market. Both countries signed 37
protocols covering a wide range of sectors including
investment, trade, education, finance, information, youth
affairs, agriculture, health, water resources, tourism,
women’s affairs, and others. Dith Tina, Minister of
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) signed three
protocols focusing on the export of Cambodian agricultural
products to the Chinese market. These agreements include
protocols on ‘Quarantine and Health Requirements for
Captive-Breed Crocodile’, ‘Inspection, Quarantine and
Hygiene Requirement for the Exportation of Raw-unclean
Edible-bird nest and Edible- clean-bird nest’”, and
‘Phytosanitary Requirements for Export of Fresh Durian
Fruits’. Source: Khmer Times
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ASEAN, Australia And New Zealand FTA Enters into
Force

The upgraded Free Trade Agreement between ASEAN,
Australia, and New Zealand officially entered into force on
April 21, 2025, marking a significant milestone in regional
economic cooperation. This agreement creates a free trade
area encompassing over 703 million people and a combined
GDP of over $5.6 trillion. The key benefits include
increased opportunities for businesses, especially small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMES), through greater sourcing
options, streamlined trade processes, and improved digital
connectivity. The upgraded agreement also ensures greater
certainty for the movement of essential goods during crises,
as well as transparent regulations across various sectors like

professional services, education, and telecommunications.
Source: The Business Times

The Global Economy Enters a New Era

The global economic system is undergoing a major shift,
marked by rising trade tensions and policy uncertainty.
Recent tariff increases by the U.S. have led to global
slowdowns, with a reduced growth forecast of 2.8% for
2025. The uncertainty surrounding tariffs is dampening
global trade and growth, while inflation remains slightly
elevated. The IMF calls for stability in trade policies and
structural reforms to support long-term growth, alongside
fiscal discipline and targeted support for the most affected
regions. The key challenge is balancing globalization’s
benefits with its disruptive impacts. Source: IMFE Blog

Why Trade Tensions Are A ‘Storm Cloud’ Over
Financial Markets

US-imposed tariffs have sparked global trade tensions,
causing sharp financial market volatility. In early April,
markets plunged following President Trump’s tariff
announcement, with the S&P 500 dropping significantly.
Although markets briefly rallied after a 90-day tariff pause,
uncertainty persists. Experts say such tensions disrupt
investor expectations, delay corporate investments, and
raise inflation. This uncertainty affects consumer
confidence, weakens economic fundamentals, and may alter
the US dollar’s global role. The instability also threatens
market efficiency and economic growth. If policy
unpredictability continues, global financial systems and
long-term economic health may face serious risks.

Source: World Economic Forum

Southeast Asia’s Economies
Packaging Ambitious Reforms

Can Gain Most by

Southeast Asia’s major economies have made major strides
over the last couple of decades. The largest have seen
income per capita grow at least three-fold over the past 20
years amid global integration and prudent policymaking.
Vietnam now enjoys an income level that’s 11 times higher
than in 2000. Building on such gains to close the region’s
gap with high-income countries—an ambition for many
seeking to break from the so-called middle-income trap.
Ambitious structural overhauls in areas including business
and external regulation, governance, and human development can
boost output levels by 3 percent over four years.

Source: IMFE Blog
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Artificial Intelligence Meets Real Finance: Innovation,
Risk, and Regulation

The financial sector is data-intensive and among the most
exposed to artificial intelligence. The application of Al in
finance is significantly changing how markets operate, risks
are managed, and consumers interact with financial
services. It enables the processing of huge amounts of data
at a speed far beyond human capacity. Generative Al thus
offers vast opportunities for the financial sector across
several functions, including financial intermediation,
insurance, asset management, and payment systems.
Financial institutions have used generative Al to strengthen
credit scoring, back-end processing, customer support, risk
analysis, robo-advising, and know-your-customer processes.
Source: ADB Blog

Banks Without Borders: How Al, IDs, and Innovation
Are Changing the Game

For decades, cross-border banking has relied on
correspondent banking relationships to facilitate trade,
investment, and remittances. However, as regulatory
pressures have increased, the system has become
fragmented, inefficient, and increasingly inaccessible—
especially for small and emerging economies. Banks today
face rising compliance costs due to stringent anti-money
laundering and counter-terrorist financing regulations,
which require extensive due diligence on their financial
partners.  Rising  compliance  costs,  regulatory
fragmentation, and de-risking are limiting cross-border
banking access, but technology-driven solutions offer a path
to restore connectivity and resilience. Source: ADB Blog
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