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Understanding

BUSINESS REGISTRATION
in CAMBODIA

To conduct legitimate business in Cambodia, business owners must register their business with

the Ministry of Commerce, the General Department of Taxation (GDT), the Ministry of Labour

and Vocational Training (MLVT) and National Social Security Fund (NSSF) via information

technology platform (https://registrationservices.gov.kh). However, some businesses may

require licenses / permits from specialized ministries.

v
® WHV should you register your company?

\// Create personal identity for your business
\// Receive legal protection

\// Attract corporate customers because no corporate company

How LONG does it take to get a business wants to do business with unregistered business

i ?
registered? \// Ease your access to bank loan and investment

The new online business registration procedure takes up v/ Get benefits for your employees from National Social Security Fund

8 . \// Fulfill your obligation as a citizen under Cambodian laws and
to working days:

regulations
to get a digital certificate from the

3 days Ministry of Commerce \// Avoid fines and business closure

to get a digital certificate from General 24 What DOCUMENTS are required to

Department of Taxation (GDT) register a company?

4 days

1 day

Department of Taxation (GDT)

(One objective equals one patent)

to get a digital certificate from General | l Name of Company Objective of Business

Shareholder’s
Head Offi .
How many different types of BUSI NESSES exist? * “ it i)

Telephone and Email ID Card for Khmer

Forms of Company - Enterprises
ﬁ pany P Rental Agreement / Land Passport for Foreigner

Company Partnership Foreign Company Certificate

r

Shareholder’s Address
Pri Limi General Foreign Branch
rivate Limited : J Telephone and Email
Company Partnership Office

Company Sole @ Capital Current photo of no longer than
Proprietorship 3 months (Photo Size 4x6 and
Public Limited Limited Commercial White Background)

) If More Than One
i R tat ) .
ez FaEIEhIE A Shareholder Articles of Association
Company Office

company must divide the shares If shareholder is a legal entity

according to the number or type + Parent company’s authorization letter*
of shares « Parent company’s certificate*
Organized by Supported by « Parent company’s articles of association*

@ C?mpany LEETIC @ Authorization Letter
Directors

if the one who fills out the application

is your representative

QR Code for Download NOTE : Post-Registration Procedure

Business Registration
Documents

Companies are required to submit the annual declaration via
automation system with the Ministry of Commerce

(Source: User Guide How to Register Your Business Online. ** For more information,
Third Edition, Ministry of Economy and Finance, June 2023) please contact the Ministry of Commerce Call Center 1266
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Cambodia, Australia Ink MoUs to Promote
Exports

Cambodian and Australian private sectors signed
three memorandums of understanding to promote and
facilitate the export of Cambodian products to the
Australian market. The MoU was signed in Sydney,
Australia, in the presence of Cham Nimul, Minister of
Commerce. “These MoUs aim to promote and facilitate
the export of Cambodian products, such as rice and
cashew nuts, to the Australian market,” said in a
statement issued following the signing ceremony.
Cambodia’s exports to Australia were valued at nearly
$598 million in 2024, marking a 19.2 percent increase
compared to the same period in the previous year,
according to a recent report from the Ministry of
Commerce. The Kingdom’s export to Australia rose by
31 percent to $487 million, read the report.

Source: Khmer Times

Despite Trade War, Insiders Optimistic About US
Export Market

In January, Cambodia earned nearly $870 million from
exports to the US. The General Department of
Customs and Excise (GDCE) reported that last month,
trade between Cambodia and the US reached a total
value of $892.47 million, an increase of 38.6% over
January 2024. Of this figure, exports to the US were
valued at $868.7 million, up 38.6%, while US imports
amounted to $23.76 million, up 37.7%. The figured
reveal that Cambodia’s trade balance was positive,
amounting to $844.94 million, compared to $609.57
million in the same period in 2024. The US has
consistently been a major market for Cambodian
goods, especially apparel, travel bags, footwear and
solar panels. Source: The Phnom Penh Post

EU to Extend Cambodia’s Trade Preference
Benefits by Three More Years After LDC Graduation

The European Union (EU) will extend its trade
preference scheme for Cambodia for three years after
the country graduates from its Least Developed
Country (LDC) status, a senior official from the Ministry
of Economy and Finance stated. “The European Union
will not immediately end its trade preference. The EU
grants us another three years, until 2032,” Phan Phalla
remarked at a conference. Last year, Cambodia
exported $4.41 billion worth of goods to the European
Union (EU), marking a 20.34 percent increase from
$3.66 million recorded in 2023, according to a report
from the Ministry of Commerce. The country’s trade
with the EU accounted for 9.62 percent of the total
trade, amounting to $55.37 billion, it added.

Source: Khmer Times

NBC Hosts Seminar to Promote Green Finance
Principles

The National Bank of Cambodia (NBC) hosted a
seminar to highlight the importance of actively
promoting green finance principles for the Kingdom'’s
sustainable development. The seminar themed
‘Interlinkages and Impacts of Environmental, Social
and Governance (ESG) Investments on Net Zero
Economy in ASEAN and Singapore’. Shandre Mugan
Thangavelu, Head of Jeffrey Cheah Institute (JCI) for
Southeast Asia at Sunway University, Malaysia,
presented the importance of participation in the
promotion of green finance principles toward achieving
a net zero economy. “All stakeholders have an
essential role in advancing sustainable development
and implementing green principles will also positively
impact corporate profits,” he noted.

Source: Khmer Times
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Global News

What Is Donald Trump’s ‘Reciprocal’ Tariff Plan?

Donald Trump's "reciprocal” tariff plan, targets unfair
trade practices by imposing tariffs on countries with
non-tariff barriers like VAT and digital services taxes.
The U.S. aims to match tariffs imposed on U.S. goods
by other countries, potentially breaking WTO rules.
Key targets include Japan, India, the EU, and Brazil.
While the plan could lead to higher tariffs, Trump is
open to lowering them if trading partners reduce their
own. Source: Financial Times

‘The W.T.O. Is Toast.” What Happens to Global
Trade Now

Trump’s new tariff policies challenge the global free
trade system established post-World War I,
threatening the role of the WTO. By imposing unilateral
tariffs, Trump aims to reshape U.S. trade policy,
arguing that current rules favor exporters like China.
His move could lead to global retaliation and rising
costs, undermining the WTQ’s principles. The WTO’s
dispute resolution system remains paralyzed after
Trump blocked judge appointments in his first term.
Developing countries, benefiting from high tariffs and
subsidies, may face U.S. countermeasures. The move
signals a potential shift away from multilateral trade
agreements toward a more fragmented global trade
order. Source: The New York Times

As Nations Reshore, ASEAN Should Explore
Trade, Digitalization and Connectivity

ASEAN should focus on trade, digitalization, and
connectivity to promote economic resilience amid
global uncertainties. As countries reshoring supply
chains and deploying tariffs, ASEAN must work
together to foster sustainable growth. Services trade,
particularly in finance, telecom, and tourism, will be
key, with intra-regional travel helping boost economic
stability. The digital economy is expected to grow
significantly by 2030, supported by the Digital
Economy Framework Agreement. ASEAN should
prioritize sustainable infrastructure and cross-border
logistics to support net-zero emissions goals by 2050.
Source: Asian Development Blog

Preparing the Nation for Integration: Timor-Leste’s
Path to ASEAN

Timor-Leste is a young democracy facing significant
development challenges. The poverty rate remains
high at 41.8% and economic growth has been volatile,
affected by both external and domestic shocks.Timor-
Leste is a young democracy facing significant
development challenges. The poverty rate remains
high at 41.8% and economic growth has been volatile,
affected by both external and domestic shocks.Timor-
Leste is a young democracy facing significant
development challenges. The poverty rate remains
high at 41.8% and economic growth has been volatile,

Vol 01 | Issue 01 (February)

affected by both external and domestic shocks.The
economy relies heavily on public spending and
petroleum revenues. Long-standing  structural
challenges such as a weak private sector, inadequate
infrastructure, a lack of skilled labor, and a challenging
business environment, present daunting obstacles to
economic diversification and long-term growth.

Source: Asian Development Blog

How Can Asia Successfully Navigate New US
Administration Policies?

Rising US tariffs and other policies of the new US
presidential administration could create mixed
outcomes for Asian economies, emphasizing the
importance of building resilience through regional
integration and open trade. The negative effects on the
Chinese economy will be relatively modest even with
60% tariffs. The first study, using a macro model, finds
that growth slows by just 0.3% per year during the four
years of the new administration, and the trade model
predicts much smaller impacts thanks to opportunities
to redirect trade to other countries.The impacts will be
even less severe if the US only imposes additional
tariffs of 10% as has been recently announced, even
though further review of US trade imbalances could
lead to more tariff increases later in the year. Source:
Asian Development Blog

From Roads to Riches: Economic Corridors Can
Supercharge South Asia

An economic corridor is a network of infrastructure
projects designed to stimulate economic development
across and between regions. These corridors typically
include transportation routes, such as highways,
railways, and ports, as well as industrial hubs and
trade facilitation zones. The aim is to enhance
connectivity, reduce trade barriers, and promote
investment, ultimately spurring economic activities and
job creation. Economic corridors are drivers of
economic growth and structural transformation and are
integral to the pursuit of regional development and
economic integration. They not only enhance
connectivity and trade but also foster industrialization,
job creation, and balanced regional growth. India, with
its vast and diverse economy, plays a crucial role in
the development of economic corridors in Bangladesh,
Bhutan, Nepal and Sri Lanka. The country's strategic
initiatives, such as the National Industrial Corridor
Development Program (NICDP) and the Prime
Minister Gati Shakti (PM-GS) National Master Plan,
aim to enhance connectivity and promote economic
integration. Source: Asian Development Blog
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About the iTrade

iTrade Bulletin is an e-publication by the Trade Training and Research Institute of the Ministry of
Commerce. This monthly bulletin provides brief updates on specific issues in Cambodia, the
regions and the world.
This knowledge-sharing through scientific researches in the multifaceted areas aims to highlight
current trade news & statistics relevant to all social stakeholders.
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Announcement
Academicians, researchers, students and public are welcome to contribute their academic works, on
all disciplines and topics of relevant interest to trade, to the next publication of the iTrade Bulletin.

Topics Covered: Categories:
«International trade and logistics / trade laws; «Research articles
«Digital economy / e-commerce; «Case reports
«Economics and economic laws;

«Value added supply chains and logistics; and

«Facilitate the green business transition

+Policy Briefs

Trade Training and Research Institute
Lot 19-61, Russian Federation Blvd, Phum Teuk Thla, Sangkat Teuk
Thla, Khan Sen Sok, Phnom Penh, Kingdom of CAMBODIA
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