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CAMBODIA-UNITED KINGDOM™¥

TRADE STATISTICS AND FACTS

Part 1
Market Access to the United Kingdom
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The Generalized System Comprehensive Preferences
of Preferences under under the Developing Countries
the WTO framework Trading Scheme (DCTS)*

UK Government 1. DCTS entered into force on 19 June 2023, replacing the UK's GSP Scheme.
S:(';;l:fg";egzi‘:’;:;i‘:‘fzfeﬂces 2. As a Least Developed Country (LDC), Cambodia enjoys “Comprehensive Preferences”
CountriesTrading Scheme under the DCTS, where Cambodia can receive preferential tariffs as follows:

(Source: Gov. UK) -Tariff free products (0%): 99.8% & Products with 0% to 5% tariffs: 0.2%.
ABOUT THE UK (2022)
Gross Domestic Products . Total Population Total Trade

66,971,411
® O

GDP Per Capita

(Source: World Bank)

¢ thw The UK is Cambodia’s 10th largest world trade
§ partner and 2nd largest trade partner in
Europe in the 8 months of 2023

Bilateral trade reached $ 589 million in the 8

months of 2023 with a 14% drop from previous year
°

The total 2022 bilateral trade has almost doubled
the bilateral trade exchange in 2012

Cambodia’s exports accounted for 90% of the
bilateral trade from January to August of 2023

Both countries signed MoU on Cambodia-UK
Joint Trade and Investment Forum in 2023

(Source: General Department of Customs and Excise of Cambodia & ITC Trade Map)
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(10%)  Cambodia imported from the UK

KX 2022 (By Aug)
BN 2023 (By Aug) a+2%

Bilateral Trade
in 2023
(Jan-August)

Cambodia exported to the UK

7241118 2022 (By Aug)
I 0 (8 Auo) v -16%

Key Commodity Groups | 2023 (Jan - Aug)

DO®®

Articles of apparel and
clothing accessories,

knitted or crocheted
(HS Code: 61)

Articles of apparel and
clothing accessories,

not knitted or crocheted
(HS Code: 62)

Footwear, gaiters

and the like
(HS Code: 64)

Vehicles other than railway
or tramway rolling-stock,
and parts and accessories

thereof
(HS Code: 87)

Cereals
(HS Code: 10)

CAMBODIA —> UNITED KINGDO

Vehicles other than
: : railway or tramway
s 312 mil. s 21 mil. rolling-stock, and parts

and accessories thereof
(HS Code: 87)

Nuclear reactors, boilers,

s 98 mil. s 14 mil, machinery and mechanical

appliances; parts thereof
(HS Code: 84)

Residues and waste from

s 49 mil. s 9 mil. the food industries;

prepared animal fodder
(HS Code: 23)

. . Tanning or dyeing
s 23 mil. s 4 mil. extracts; tannins and

their derivatives
(HS Code: 32)

s 11 mil s 3 mil Beverages, spirits

and vinegar
(HS Code: 22)
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@ Cambodia’s Export to the UK
@ Cambodia’s Import from the UK

(Source: General Department of Customs and Excise of Cambodia)
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https://www.phnompenhpost.com/national-politics/pentagonal-strategy-bri-agreement-commended
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https://www.khmertimeskh.com/501362525/incorporate-private-sector-in-enlarging-rcep-economic-base-says-pm/
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/501361211/cambodian-rice-federation-reports-record-rice-exports-on-track-to-reach-1-million-tonnes-by-2025/
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https://www.bbc.com/news/world-48776664
https://www.wto.org/english/blogs_e/ce_ralph_ossa_e/blog_ro_12sep23_e.htm
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/future-wto#conclusion

Pentagonal
Commended

Strategy, BRI Agreement

Experts in international relations and political
science have endorsed the recent alignment of
Cambodia's Pentagonal Strategy with China's Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI). The agreement was
reached during Prime Minister Hun Manet's state
visit to China. Experts highlight the importance of
economic interests in modern international relations,
emphasizing the economic benefits of aligning with
the BRI. They believe Cambodia stands to gain more
from this alignment and see it as a positive step for
the country's development. While Cambodia seeks
to strengthen its ties with China, experts also caution
the need for gradual and careful implementation and
recommend strengthening internal capacities for
balanced development. The Pentagonal Strategy
focuses on various aspects of development,
including human capital, economic diversification,
competitiveness, and digital development. The BRI,
initiated by China in 2013, aims to enhance
connectivity and infrastructure development across
regions. Source: The Phnom Penh Post

Manet Calls for Additions to Guangxi Zhuang
Investment

Prime Minister Hun Manet has proposed increased
Chinese investment in various critical sectors of
Cambodia's economy, including agriculture, public
healthcare, tourism, vocational training, education,
and sports. During a meeting with Liu Ning,
secretary of the Communist Party of China (CPC)
committee for the Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous
Region, held during the China-ASEAN Expo in
Nanning, Manet suggested broader collaboration
and more direct flights between Cambodia and
Guangxi. He also urged the exploration of a
memorandum  of understanding (MoU) on
constructing Cambodia-China industrial parks, with
a focus on the digital economy and smart agriculture.
Liu expressed Guangxi's interest in further
cooperation with Cambodia, emphasizing their
existing collaborations in trade, healthcare,
technology, and human resource training. Manet
assured investors of Cambodia's public order and
political stability, highlighting the absence of security
concerns, and noted that foreign direct investment
(FDI) in Cambodia has seen significant growth, with
China being the largest contributor. Source: The
Phnom Penh Post

Incorporate Private Sector in Enlarging RCEP
Economic Base, Says PM

Prime Minister Hun Manet of Cambodia has
emphasized the importance of involving the private
sector in expanding the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP). Speaking at the
Third RCEP Economic and Trade Cooperation
Business Summit in China, he stressed that the
private sector plays a crucial role in implementing
this Asia-Pacific free trade agreement. RCEP,
comprising 15 member countries and accounting for
30% of the world's population and GDP, is the
largest trade bloc globally. PM Hun Manet also
highlighted the need to promote trade in services,
especially digital commerce, within RCEP. He called
for the inclusion of start-ups and small and medium-
sized enterprises in the agreement and encouraged
the expansion of membership to strengthen ties with
potential external partners. Additionally, he
emphasized the importance of inclusivity and
economic and technical cooperation, particularly for
least-developed countries. Cambodia’'s government
is committed to enhancing its role in ASEAN,
fostering private sector growth, and promoting
regional and global economic integration, with
exports on the rise. Source: Khmer Times

Cambodian Rice Federation Reports Record
Rice Exports, on Track to Reach 1 Million Tonnes
by 2025

Cambodia is making significant strides toward its
goal of exporting 1 million tonnes of rice annually by
2025, with rice exports exceeding 400,000 tonnes in
the first eight months of the year. Key factors
contributing to this achievement include Indonesia's
plan to import 250,000 tonnes of rice from Cambodia
each year, with a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) on rice trade set to be signed in 2024.
Additionally, countries like the Philippines have
expressed interest in importing Cambodian rice,
diversifying potential markets. The Cambodian Rice
Federation reported that the country exported 58%
of its 2023 annual export plan between January and
August, showcasing substantial growth in the rice
trade. Cambodia's efforts to improve productivity,
modernize agriculture infrastructure, and implement
quality control measures have boosted its rice
production capabilities. The nation's favourable
geographic location, fertile land, and climate further
support its potential as a significant player in the
global rice market. Source: Khmer Times
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BRICS Nations Dump Dollar in Oil Trades

BRICS nations are challenging the dominance of the
US dollar in global trade by promoting the use of
their local currencies. India has recently made
significant strides in this direction, purchasing 1
million barrels of oil and gold from the UAE using the
Rupee instead of the US dollar. India is also in
discussions with Saudi Arabia about settling oll
transactions in their local currencies. This move
aims to assert economic autonomy for BRICS
nations and reduce reliance on the US dollar,
potentially diminishing its global demand. The ripple
effects could impact the US economy and shift the
balance of power in global politics and alliances. The
BRICS alliance's bold actions signal a desire to
rewrite established economic rules and assert their
independence. Source: CRYPTOPOLITAN

China Urges EU to Ensure New Carbon Tax
Complies with WTO Rules

China has urged the European Union (EU) to ensure
that its proposed tariffs of 20% to 35% on high-
carbon imports like steel, iron ore, and cement align
with World Trade Organization (WTO) regulations
and do not violate global green trade policies. China,
along with other WTO members, has expressed
concerns about the EU's Carbon Border Adjustment
Mechanism (CBAM), designed to prevent European
industries from being undercut by cheaper, less
environmentally friendly imports. China encourages
the EU to avoid protectionist measures and green
trade barriers and is willing to engage in multilateral
discussions on green trade within the WTO
framework. While China has ambitious green
targets, it faces scrutiny for its pace and
responsibility in addressing climate change. The EU
plans to implement the carbon levy on high-carbon
imports from 2026, insisting it complies with WTO
rules. Source: REUTERS

The Global Economy Enters an Era of Upheaval

Global corporations are increasingly factoring
"geopolitics" into their business strategies, with
mentions of the term surging in corporate filings and
earnings calls. This shift is driven by US-China
tensions, the Ukraine conflict, and a growing
emphasis on national interests. Companies are
making investments in countries that align with their
geopolitical interests, indicating a world reorganizing
into rival blocs based on UN votes on Russia's
invasion of Ukraine. While these changes are
reshaping the global economic landscape, the
economic consequences are still uncertain.
Geopolitical  factors are influencing trade,
investments, and supply chains, potentially leading

to inflation, less innovation, and increased global
inequality. Despite the changes, the world remains
interconnected, and economic relationships remain
transactional, with countries and corporations eager
to sell to one another. Source: Bloomberg

Re-Globalization for a Secure, Inclusive and
Sustainable Future

The 2023 World Trade Report by the WTO
examines the role of international trade in fostering
a secure, inclusive, and sustainable global
environment. The report underscores a strong
multilateral trading system's importance in ensuring
economic security, seen during the pandemic. It
highlights trade's potential to enhance inclusivity and
poverty reduction, stressing the need for supportive
domestic policies. It also explores trade's role in
addressing climate change within an extended
integration framework. The WTQO's role in promoting
re-globalization, especially through agreements like
the Trade Facilitation Agreement, is highlighted,
emphasizing the importance of further reducing
trade costs for developing countries in agriculture
and services to achieve a secure, inclusive, and
sustainable future. Source: WTO Blog

The Future of
Plurilateral ?

In June 2022, the World Trade Organization (WTO)
achieved a rare instance of success by finalizing
several multilateral trade agreements, including
waivers for COVID-19 vaccines, regulations on
fisheries subsidies, a food security pact, and an
extension of the e-commerce tariff moratorium.
These agreements demonstrated the potential for
collective action among the WTQO's 164 member
nations. However, amidst growing economic
nationalism and a waning commitment to
international cooperation, the WTQO's ability to
accomplish comprehensive trade liberalization
through unanimous consensus appears limited. To
preserve its commitment to multilateralism, the WTO
must adopt a fresh approach. Rather than insisting
on complete consensus for every agreement, the
organization  should encourage  plurilateral
agreements within its legal frameworkOver time,
these plurilateral pacts could evolve into fully
multilateral agreements encompassing all members.
The idea is that partial successes can lead to
broader consensus and acceptance. Source: CATO
Institute

the WTO, Multilateral or
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What Is the G20 and What Was Achieved at the Delhi Summit?

The G20, a group of countries representing 85% of global economic output and 75% of world trade, held a
summit in Delhi, India. At the summit, the African Union was invited to become a permanent member,
representing 55 African countries. The G20 was established in 1999 as a forum for finance ministers to
address economic stability, later expanding its focus to include climate change and sustainable energy. Key
outcomes of the Delhi summit included a joint declaration that condemned the impact of the Ukraine conflict
on global food and energy security, though without direct criticism of Russia. A new network of railways and
shipping routes was announced by the US, India, Saudi Arabia, and the EU to boost trade and counter China's
Belt and Road Initiative. Source: BBC
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20 Sahakian, Marlyne. 2020. “Apprehending Food Waste in Asia: Policies, Practices and Promising Trends.” Accessed 28 November 2022. https://archive-
ouverte.unige.ch/unige:126783.

21 Chinda, Thanwadee.; and Thay, Sireiratana. 2022. “Long-Term Food Waste Management in Phnom Penh, Utilizing a System Dynamics Modeling Approach.”
Journal of Environmental Engineering Research, vol. 27, pp. 1-15.

22 22 Pheakdey, Viean D, et, al. 2022. “Challenges and Priorities of Municipal Solid Waste Management in Cambodia.” International Journal of Environmental
Research and Public Health, vol. 19, pp. 1-27.
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Key messages:

- Food loss and waste (FLW) is seen in poorly managed and fragmented along agricultural value chains,

- In medium- and high-income countries, the food is wasted at household consumption higher than low-income
countries,

- Inlow-income nations, food is highly lost at production and distribution level,

- FLW has put more pressure on the rising food prices and surging global hunger. Fighting food loss and waste
means to fight the global hunger,

- FLW contributes to an increasing global greenhouse gas (GHGS)

- In Cambodia, there is an insufficient data and data gaps in the knowledge of local food loss and waste along
food system. Thus, further research in this area is critically urgent.

1. INTRODUCTION

The world’s population is estimated to increase by 9.7 billion in 2050 and could reach its peak of 11 billion in
2100 (UN 2019)%. Global demands for food and change consumption patterns toward more resource
intensive and perishable food products are expected to increase (ibid). Accessible and affordable food for all
in a sustainable manner is one of the main issues the world face today in Asia where 515 million people are
estimated to be undernourished (Sahakian et al. 2020)2.

Over 3 billion people globally do not have access to healthy diets. Nearly 690 million persons suffer from
hunger while 2 billion persons consume unhealthy diets that result in micronutrient deficiencies and diet-
related obesity and diet related non-communicable diseases such as heart disease, stroke and diabetes that
are projected to account for US$ 1.3 trillion per year by 2030 (FAO 2022)3. The diet-related social cost of
greenhouse gas emissions associated with current dietary patterns is estimated to be US$ 1.7 trillion per
year by 2030 (ibid).

Approximately, 30-40% of food is lost or wasted every year. Over one third of all food produced (2.5 billion
tonnes) is lost or wasted (FAO 2022a)*. Finally, food loss and waste have been put into the SDG agenda
(SDG 12.3). By 2030, halve per capital global food waste at the retail and consumer levels and reduce food
losses along the production and supply chains, including post-harvest losses (FAO 2017)°.

The annual global FLW is projected at around 30% of cereals, 40-50% of root crops and fruit and vegetables,
20% of oilseeds, 35% of fish and seas food and over 15% of dairy products from primary production, post-
harvest, processing, distribution to consumption (FAO 2011b). Finally, the general trend of Figure 1 indicates
the primary production level is a place where most of the food is lost while the FLW categories can be seen
at the consumption and post-harvest and distribution stages respectively. Around 45% of the world’s fruit and
vegetables go to the waste each year (Food Bank 2022)8.

1 United Nations. 2019. “World Population Prospects 2019.” Accessed October 25, 2022. https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/population/world-
population-prospects-2019.html.

2 Sahakian, Marlyne. 2020. “Apprehending Food Waste in Asia: Policies, Practices and Promising Trends.” In Routledge Handbook of Food Waste, edited by
Christian Reynolds, Tammara Soma, Charlotte Spring and Jordon Lazell, 187-206. London: Routledge.

3 FAO. “Voluntary Code of Conduct for Food Loss and Waste Reduction.” Accessed October 25, 2022. https://www.fao.org/3/cb9433en/cb9433en.pdf.

4 FAO. 2022b. “International Day of Awareness of Food Loss and Waste.” Accessed October 24, 2022. https://www.fao.org/international-day-awareness-food-loss-
waste/en/.

5 FAO. 2017. “Global Initiative on Food Loss and Waste.” Accessed October 24, 2022. https://www.fao.org/3/i7657¢/i7657e.pdf.

6 Food Bank. 2022. “Food Waste Facts.” Accessed October 25, 2022. https: www.foodbank.org.aLijfood—waste—facts—in—australia ?state=nsw-act.
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2. METHODOLOGY OF FLW ANALYSIS

The concepts of food loss and waste is inconsistently defined in different contexts. There is lack of a common
ground in practice. For this paper, the following terms are adopted from FOA’s definitions (FAO 2019)’.
Therefore, the authors employ these terms to understand the FLW flow at the post-harvest and at retail, food
services and consumer levels along agricultural value chains (see Figure 2).

- Food refers to any substance, whether processed, semi-processed or raw, intended for human
consumption.

- Food loss is the decrease in the quantity or quality of food resulting from decisions and actions by food
suppliers in the chain, excluding retail, food service providers and consumers.

- Food waste the decrease in the quantity or quality of food resulting from decisions and actions by
retailers, food services and consumers.

- Quantitative food loss and waste resorts to the decrease in the mass of food destined for human
consumption as it is removed from the food supply chain, resulting from decisions and actions by
retailers, food services and consumers.

- Qualitative food loss and waste refers to decrease in food attributes that reduce its value in terms of
intended use. It can result in reduced nutritional value and the economic value of food due to non-
compliance with quality standards.

3. WHAT CAUSES AND EFFECTS OF FLW?

The FLW can be seen along the entire food system from production, post-harvest handling and storage,
processing, distribution to consumption due to poorly managed and fragmented along value chains (see
Figure 2). Drawing upon the above methodology, there are two levels of FLW in low-income and
medium/high-income countries, mainly at production, retail and consumption levels.

3.1 Food loss at production and distribution levels

At the production tier, the food loss firstly is caused by technical limitations in harvesting technigues, storage
and cooling facilities, climate conditions, infrastructure, packaging and market systems in low-income nations,
(FAO 2011a)8. For instance, approximately 14% of the world’s food (valued at US$ 400 billion per year) is
lost after a post-harvest alone. One third of this happens at the food production level. It is estimated the lost
food calories from food waste amount to approximately 24% of the total available food calories (Greenly
2022)°. In Africa alone, the total food loss and waste are estimated at around 15.9% and 17.2% in quantity
and in caloric value (FAO 2019)%.

Secondly, access restrictions, national lockdown and logistical challenges during the COVID-19 pandemic
and Russia-Ukraine war in many countries have disrupted food supply chains during distribution or
transportation, processing and at the retail (FAO 2022d)*.

3.2 Food waste a consumption level

Given the food waste at consumption level, the study conducted by the National Center for Biotechnology
Information in 2022 on food waste behaviors finds that the COVID-19 outbreak contributed to the reduction
to household food waste because there is a preference to save food rather than to throw away. Other factors
related to this decline include shopping-pattern changes, cooking behaviors, food consumption, and
managing inventory and leftover food changes (National Center for Biotechnology Information 2022)12,
Food waste at the consumer level results from sociocultural and material factors, including gender, income,
age, household size shopping habits, meal planning, use of leftover, and so forth (Yahia and Mourad 2020)*2.

7FAO. 2019. “The State of Food and Agriculture 2019: Moving forward on Food Loss and Waste Reduction.” Accessed 24 October, 2022.
https://www.fao.org/3/ca6030en/ca6030en.pdf.

8 FAO. 2011. “Global Food Losses and Food Waste: Exent, Causes and Prevention.” Accessed December 4, 2022. https://www.fao.org/3/mb060e/mb060e.pdf.
9 Greenly. 2022. “Global Food Waste in 2022.” Accessed October 25, 2022. https://www.greenly.earth/blog-en/global-food-waste-in-2022.

10 FAQ. 2019. “The State of Food and Agriculture 2019: Moving forward on Food Loss and Waste Reduction.” Accessed 24 October, 2022.
https://www.fao.org/3/ca6030en/ca6030en.pdf.

1 FAO. 2022d. “Reducing food loss and waste central to tackling climate change, food insecurity and to making more efficient use of our natural resources says
FAO expert.” Accessed 22 November. https://www.fao.org/newsroom/detail/reducing-food-loss-and-waste-central-to-tackling-climate-change-food-insecurity-
and-to-making-more-efficient-use-of-our-natural-resources-says-fao-expert/en

12 National Center for Biotechnology Information. 2022. “Impacts of the COVID-19 Pandemic on Household Food Waste Behavior: A Systematic Review.” Accessed
November 26, 2022. https://www.ncbi.nIm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9195461

13 Yahia, Elhadi M.; and Mourad, Marie. 2022. “Food Waste at the Consumer Level.” Journal of Burleigh Dodds Science Publishing, vol. 14, p.1-25.
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3.3 Other causes of FLW

The Russia-Ukraine war was also integral to the disruptions of supply chains resulting in the food loss during
transportation, processing and other links along the supply chain. It has impacts on food production,
processing and storage, and logistics and it shifts significantly the demand between nations reliant on imports
from Ukraine or Russia (Sandeed et, at. 2022)%*.

The FLW is highly associated with climate change. It is increasingly recognized as vital and so is the link
between climate change and agriculture and supply chain resiliency (U.S Department of Agriculture, 2022)%.
The FLW produces greenhouse gas emissions valued at US$ 1.7 trillion per year by 2030 (FAO, 2022a)?°.
It accounts for 8-10 % of the total global greenhouse gases (GHGSs), contributing to an unstable climate and
extreme weather events such as droughts and flooding (FAO, 2022b)*’.

14 Sandeep, Jagtap, et, al. 2022. “The Russia-Ukraine Conflict: Its Implications for the Global Food Supply Chains.” Accessed 28 November 2022.
https://www.mdpi.com/2304-8158/11/14/2098.

15U.S Department of Agriculture. 2022. “Food Waste and Its Links to Greenhouse Gasses and Climate Change.” Accessed 28 November 2022.
https://www.usda.gov/media/blog/2022/01/24/food-waste-and-its-links-greenhouse-gases-and-climate-change.

16 FAQ. 2022a. “Voluntary Code of Conduct for Food Loss and Waste Reduction.” Accessed October 25, 2022. https://www.fao.org/3/cb9433en/cb9433en.pdf.
17FAQ. 2022b. “International Day of Awareness of Food Loss and Waste.” Accessed October 24, 2022. https://www.fao.org/international-day-awareness-food-
loss-waste/en/.
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Policy Brief

1. Global FLW by products (see Figure 1):
- 30% of cereals
- 40-50% of root crops and fruit and vegetables
- 20% of oilseeds
- 35% of fish and seas food
- Over 15% of dairy products
(FAO 2011)

iTrade Bulletin Vol 04 | Special Edition

4. Food waste at retailer and consumer
levels:
- 61% of all food was wasted- around 570
million tonnes at households and average
74kgl/capitalyear (FAO 2021).
- 17% of food is wasted at retail and by
consumers at household level

(FAO 2022a).

2. Food loss at production level:

- Limited adaptive capacity to the
changing climate, to manage a post-
harvest production.

- Around 14% of the world’s food (valued
at US$ 400 billion per year) is lost after a
post-harvest before it reaches the shops
during transportation, processing and
other links along the supply chain.

5. Main causes of food waste at retailer
and consumer levels:

- Economic behavior between the rich and
the poor

-Consumer behavior in high income
countries

- Sociocultural and material factors (gender,
age, household size, shopping habits,

(Greenly 2022)

3. Main causes of food loss at production

level:

- Bad weather

- Processing problems

- Overproduction

- Overuse of pesticide and fertilizer

applications

- Unstable markets

- Trade disruptions by the COVID-19 and the

Russia-Ukraine conflict

- Poor post-harvest quality and safety control
(FAO 2022d)

income, meal planning...etc)
(Yahia and Mourad, 2020).

Restaurant
Preparation

6. Impact of FLW

- 8-10 % of the total global greenhouse

gases (GHGs) from FLW

- Rising food prices and surging global

hunger amid the COVID-19 and the war in

Ukraine

- FLW produces greenhouse gas emissions

valued at US$ 1.7 trillion per year by 2030
(FAO 2022a-b)

Figure 2: FLW flow along value chains (FAO 2022a, b, ¢, d & 2021)8-*°

18 FAQ. 2021. “Your Guide to Living Free of Food Waste.” Accessed October 28, 2022. https://azerbaijan.un.org/sites/default/files/2022-07/cb6601en.pdf.

19 FAD. 2022c. “Tackling Food Loss and Waste: A Triple Win Opportunities.” Accessed October 31, 2022. https://www.fao.org/newsroom/detail/FAO-UNEP-agriculture-environment-food-loss-waste-day-2022/en.

Page 17|18


https://azerbaijan.un.org/sites/default/files/2022-07/cb6601en.pdf
https://www.fao.org/newsroom/detail/FAO-UNEP-agriculture-environment-food-loss-waste-day-2022/en

4. THE CASE STUDY OF FLW IN CAMBODIA

In Cambodia, there is insufficient data of the FLW flow from primary production, post-harvest, processing,
distribution and consumption of key products in the country. The percentage of FLW of cereals, root crops,
fruit and vegetables, oilseeds, fish and sea food and dairy products have rarely been identified or studied.
Additionally, the interface between FLW and climate change have not been recognized in the public.

Policy dialogues and interventions have regarded food waste as organic waste under the term of MSW
management (Sahakian et, al. 2020)®* . Yet, the term of FLW has not been well defined in practice in
Cambodia. It is generally known as a municipal solid waste (MSW), including food, paper, plastic, yard
trimmings, metal, wood and glass. Around 63.3% of MSW was from food waste, 15.5% from rubber, 6.8%
from in Phnom Penh (Chinda and Thay, 2022)%. About 4.78 million tonnes of MSW were produced at the
average of 0.78kg/capita/day of MSE in 2020 (Pheakdey et, al. 2022)%? . There is a set of pertinent policies,
strategies and regulations of MSW management, includes (i) Environmental Guideline on Solid Waste 2006;
(ii) Sub-decree 113 on Urban Solid Waste Management; (iii) National Strategy on Waste Management 2018-
2035 and Law on Food Safety.

5. CONCRETE PROPOSAL TO FORMULATE A FOOD LOSS REDUCTION PROGRAM

The above trends draw more attention to scaling up decisions and actions to reduce the FLW along food
value chains:

- From the production level, national initiative or awareness of FLW reduction should be raised among
key players and public. Modelling in the scientific literature on how to maximize environmental benefits
of FLW reduction programs and policies into three dimensions:

o Prevention rather than recycling

o Saving energy and reducing greenhouse gas emission through public awareness of FLW
reduction at households and restaurants

o Focusing on reducing FLW of the most resource-intensive foods, such as animal products
and fruits and vegetables, can yield the greatest environmental benefits.

o ldentify crops or products that produce high percentage of CO2 emission during or just after
the post-harvest period.

o Unlock solutions of green digital technologies to reduce FLW at different stages along food
system.

- Conduct the assessment on FLW along value chains in order to understand key drivers and the life
cycle impacts and to explore how trends of food system that will affect local livelihoods and
environmental footprint in the future, proposing FLW prevention strategies in Cambodia.

20 Sahakian, Marlyne. 2020. “Apprehending Food Waste in Asia: Policies, Practices and Promising Trends.” Accessed 28 November 2022. https://archive-
ouverte.unige.ch/unige:126783.

21 Chinda, Thanwadee.; and Thay, Sireiratana. 2022. “Long-Term Food Waste Management in Phnom Penh, Utilizing a System Dynamics Modeling Approach.” Journal
of Environmental Engineering Research, vol. 27, pp. 1-15.

22 pheakdey, Viean D, et, al. 2022. “Challenges and Priorities of Municipal Solid Waste Management in Cambodia.” International Journal of Environmental Research
and Public Health, vol. 19, pp. 1-27.
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